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“Transmetropolitan” – Brian Whelan











• My central argument in this presentation is that at this point in the 
21st Century it is time to move away from the modernist 
impositions of the middle 20th century and set out anew to learn 
what does and does not make sense in the conditions of the 
present and the near future.

• In particular I want to argue that the major developing and 
significant features of cities at this stage are to be found, 
overwhelmingly, in suburbanisms – in suburban environments and 
in suburban ways of being in the city – with a very broad 
understanding of the varieties of suburbanisms and their mutations

• These environments and ways of being are simply absent from or 
exceedingly minimal in, modernist conceptions of the city … which 
still predominate in planning today

• And this situation is a source of planning failure – from which we 
might learn



• Mi argumento central de esta presentación es que en este punto en 
el siglo 21 es el momento de alejarse de las imposiciones
modernistas de mediados del siglo 20 y reanudar su marcha para
aprender lo que funciona y no tiene sentido en las condiciones del 
presente y el futuro cercano.

• En particular, quiero argumentar que el principal desarrollo y 
características importantes de las ciudades en esta etapa se 
encuentran, mayoritariamente, en suburbanisms - en entornos
suburbanos y en formas suburbanos de estar en la ciudad - con una
muy amplia comprensión de las variedades de suburbanisms y sus
mutaciones

• Estos ambientes y formas de ser son simplemente ausente de o 
muy mínima en las concepciones modernistas de la ciudad ... que
todavía predominan en la planificación de hoy

• Y esta situación es una fuente de fallos de planificación - de la que
podemos aprender

























And Rio de Janeiro …



Barra da Tijuca - Rio





















“Outside” Belo Horizonte,
capital of State of Minas Gerais





















Moving to Africa …
Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia





















Durban, South Africa









KIBERA, Nairobi, capital of Kenya [and headquarters
of UN Habitat]  – 250 000 people 

































Direction KIMARA















Meantime at the
beach (and behind)











Sinza B







• Return to Johannesburg, South Africa, and its 
surrounding area of Gauteng – a city region of 
14 million people

• … development, redevelopment and new 
development of enormously diverse kinds of 
suburbanisms

• (easiest to depict as physical but deeply social 
changes as well)

























What to do in the suburbanising metropolis?

• The dangers of reverting to a modernist 
comprehensiveness

• The dangers of seeing planning as able to address 
very large social crises rather than focussing on 
what planning can do and can be

• Planning is unlikely to resolve all of the large 
social questions such as inequality – and there is 
a need I suggest to learn from its failures to do so 
and to relate it much more carefully to what is 
going on in the world’s cities and suburbs





• The mission of planners must be 
reinterrogated without ceasing

• For professionals this means placing ourselves 
continuously – permanently – in question

• And anticipating the city of tomorrow – in new 
ways, with new ideas, with new discussions, 
new tongues, new relationalities and new 
subversive imaginations
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